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TERMS OF REFERENCE and STATUTES for the CO-OPERATION
under the Czech-Fraunhofer-Forum for Applied Research
1 PARTIES 

Research, Development and Innovation Council,

an advisory body of the Government of the Czech Republic (hereafter refered to as “RDI Council”), established by the R&D&I Act No 130/2002 Coll. within the Office of the Government of the Czech Republic,

nábřeží Edvarda Beneše 4, 118 01 Prague 1

AND

Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Angewandten Forschung e.V., 
Hansastrasse 27c, 80686 Munich, Germany (hereafter reffered to as “Fraunhofer”)
2 BACKGROUND OF THE CO-OPERATION
2.1 The Parties have signed the 30.05.2017 a Memorandum of Understanding to establish a Czech-Fraunhofer-Forum for Applied Research (hereinafter refered to as "Forum") within the Czech-German Strategic Dialogue that will foster the key role of applied science in economic and industrial development particularly in the field of applied sciences. Joint projects are planned to initiate the joint efforts.
3 OBJECT OF THE CO-OPERATION
3.1 The object of the cooperation will be on facilitating and supporting the Czech-German collaboration in applied research and monitoring the progress in the selected joint projects aiming at the goal to strengthen the knowledge triangle of institutions for applied research, universities and industry in the Czech Republic. Therefore, joint project centers will be established in the Czech Republic with the aim to build-up a long-term partnership of Fraunhofer in the Czech Republic including the intention to create legal entities. The Forum shall be the facilitator of these efforts.
3.2 Within the Czech-Fraunhofer Forum, it is also planned to recommend the TACR to create Project Steering Boards which will follow-up and monitor the joint projects according to the Czech law and the rules given by the Czech innovation programs.
3.3 Moreover, the Forum will work on the development of working programs for the future EU framework program (FP9) to enhance the success rate of Czech-German consortia, on the promotion of cross-border activities within the next EU structural fund period and on the creation of important projects of common European interest. 
4 Forum
4.1 The members of the Forum are representatives from the RDI Council, the Czech Ministry for Education, Youth and Sports, the Czech Ministry of Economy, the Fraunhofer the German Embassy in Czech Republic, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research, a representative from the universities, a representative from the Czech Academy of Sciences and representatives from Industry.
4.2 The inauguration of Forum will be established in consensus between the Parties. 

4.3 In the first meeting, the Forum shall appoint an Czech and German Co-Chairperson, who will be responsible for the arranging of meetings of the Forum and the agendas and the minutes. The Co-Chairperson shall be appointed for 3 years and can be renewed. The Co-Chairpersons shall not be entitled to act or to make legally binding declarations on behalf of the Parties. 
4.4 The Forum shall meet not less than one times a year. Meetings may be arranged by teleconferences or by other similar means. The minutes of the meeting shall be signed by the keeper of the minutes and approved by the Co-Chairperson. 

4.5 The Chairperson shall give notice of a meeting in written, including the agenda, each member no later than seven (7) calendar days preceding the meeting. Any agenda item requiring a decision by the members must be identified as such on the agenda. The Chairperson shall call an extraordinary meeting at any time upon written request of any Party by notification accordingly. Any Party may add an item to the original agenda in writing by proposing such item requiring decision no later than five (5) calendar days preceding the meeting.
4.6 Decisions of the Forum shall be made in consensus between the two Co-Chairperson.
4.7 The Forum shall:
a) follow up and evaluate the progress of the joint projects,
b) facilitate and prepare the creating of legal entities of applied research in the Czech Republic, 

c) define areas of common interest for cooperation,
d) recommend Project Steering Board, 

e) define topics for the working programs for the future EU framework program (FP9), for cross-border activites in the working program of EU structural funds and for important projects of common European interest,
f) when appropriate report to the Parties,
g) decide on reporting measures on the joint projects and further initiatives,
h) recommend on possible communication of the cooperation in public media,
i) decide on new members, 

j) handle other important matters related to the cooperation and these Terms of Reference.
5 NEW MEMBERS AND EXPIRATION OF A MEMBERSHIP
5.1 The membership is for 3 years and can be renewed.

5.2 New members may be admitted by the Forum.
6 BRAND USAGE

6.1 The name “Czech-Fraunhofer-Forum for Applied Research” can only be used if the Co-Chairpersons agree on the usage. 
7 CONFIDENTIALITY and LIABILTY
All information of the meetings of the Czech-Fraunhofer-Forum as well as the liability of activities of the Forum is handled in accordance to the Czech law.
8 COSTS

Costs for the organization of the Forum are paid by the Party organizing the meeting of the Forum. Travel costs are not refunded by the Forum.
9 DURATION AND TERMINATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE
9.1 These Terms of Reference shall enter into force on the date of signature by the Parties, but shall then have retroactive effect as from 01.10.2017. The Terms of Reference shall continue in full force until the objectives are completely processed. 

10 AMENDMENTS

10.1 Amendments and changes to these Terms of Reference shall be valid only if made in writing and signed by an authorized signatory of each of the Parties.

10.2 These Terms of Reference have been executed in 2 originals, one for each Party.

11 SIGNATURES

Each Party's signature is on a separate page of these Terms of Reference starting from the next page.
SIGNATURES OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. Signature of the Research, Development and Innovation Council (RDI-Council),


Place: ____________________

Date: ____________________


…


______________________________
[clarification of the name]
[position]



______________________________


[clarification of name]
[position]


SIGNATURES OF TERMS OF REFERENCE of Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Angewandten Forschung e.V., 


2. Signature of …

Place: ____________________

Date: ____________________


…


______________________________
[clarification of name]
[position]



______________________________


[clarification of name]
[position]


